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Mexican health authorities have imposed a temporary ban on Brazilian beef products as part of the
government's effort to prevent the introduction of mad cow disease into the country. The decision
came after consultations with Canada and the US, Mexico's partners in the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
"Mexico made this decision...as a temporary and precautionary measure to protect the public's
health and that of its livestock," the Secretaria de Ganaderia, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentacion
(SAGARPA) said in a statement.

Concerns about mad cow disease prompt restrictions
Juan Garza Ramos, director of SAGARPA's animal-health division, said the three NAFTA countries
imposed the ban because of concerns that some Brazilian beef products may have come into contact
with beef from European countries, where most cases of mad cow disease, or bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE), have been reported.
The disease, detected primarily in Europe, causes deterioration in the brains of cattle. Humans who
eat meat infected with mad cow disease are feared to be at risk of getting an equally fatal variant of
the brain-wasting disease, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. But the three NAFTA countries' restrictions
which include gravy, corned beef, and gelatin have increased tensions between the trade bloc and
Brazil. "Brazil will fight energetically to defend its international trade interests," said a spokesperson
for Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso.
The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) acknowledged the restrictions were being imposed even
though there have been no reported cases of mad cow disease in Brazil. But USDA officials said the
ban could be lifted as soon as assessments determined there was no risk of BSE infection in Brazil,
which has the world's largest cattle herd.

Decision has little impact on Mexico-Brazil trade
Mexico imports an insignificant amount of beef products from Brazil so its decision will not have
much impact on trade between the two countries.
The US and Canadian bans are more serious, since the two countries account for 10% of Brazil's
beef exports. In addition to the ban on imports of Brazilian beef products, Mexico has tightened
inspections at ports, airports, and land crossings to prevent introduction of beef from countries
where the disease has been reported. "We are also imposing a restriction on imports of European
veterinary vaccines produced with livestock serum," Garza said.
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Gustavo Torres Flores, president the de la Confederacion Nacional Ganadera (CNG), urged
SAGARPA to also monitor imports of beef products from Belize, a former British colony that
maintains close trade ties with Britain. "We are asking for a health revision of all beef products
entering the country," said Torres. "We have heard reports that certain beef products and live cattle
imported from Central America actually originated in Europe." (Sources: El Economista, 02/01/01;
Reforma, 02/02/01; Reuters, 02/03/01, 02/05/01; Associated Press, 02/05/01; La Jornada, El Financiero,
Notimex, 02/06/01)
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